OutSystems
Microsoft
Power Platform
Custom build

Which platform
is right for you?

Different platforms suit different projects.
So when you’re renovating an application,
you’ll need to find the best platform to
integrate into legacy environments, merge
with existing workflows and business rules,
and improve them.
Before we recommend a platform, we
thoroughly investigate your needs and
goals. By spending time in discovery and
working closely with you, we establish
the key considerations to build to your
requirements.

kiandra.com.au

That being said, we typically employ three
platforms when delivering new software –
OutSystems, Microsoft Power Platform and
custom software builds.
Each offers its own advantages and
specialist functions. So, we’ve put together
a comparison chart to help you understand
which platform could work for your project
at a high level.
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OutSystems
OutSystems is a low-code platform that automates
many aspects of software development, driving
faster outcomes. It’s particularly well suited to
CRUD (Create-Read-Update-Delete) business
applications, workflow and solutions with
complex integrations.
OutSystems offers development professionals an
easy way to deliver applications quickly. Because
of visual programming, it’s easy for development
and business to work together for fast delivery of
software with added business value.
We generally use OutSystems to add new
functionality on top of existing platforms, or
to integrate new experiences with legacy
environments. Low-code enables rapid
development, while its reliability means it can
scale massively (users and data) to grow with

Microsoft Power Platform
Power Platform is Microsoft’s combined term for
Power BI, Power Apps, and Power Automate
(previously known as Microsoft Flow). Together,
they provide a platform for people to easily
access, analyse, act on, and automate data.

Solutions are typically spun up quickly and solve
a range of internal uses – such as dashboard
reporting, workflow management and more.

Custom Software Build
In some cases, a client requires something
completely new. In which case, a custom build
could be required. The bespoke functionality
generally means the platform will need to be
built from the ground up.
While custom builds offer a completely
personalised solution to cover every conceivable
need, the trade-off is ongoing maintenance and
management of the application lifecycle.

In our experience custom builds are typically
for a Greenfield project where no existing
development platform is suitable.
Significant time needs to be budgeted into the
whole project – from discovery to build and
User Acceptance Testing. In addition, clients
typically rely on Kiandra to provide support and
maintenance for the lifecycle of the application.
you, or be changed and adapted easily over time.

The Power Platform was designed to put
application development, process automation
or data analysis in the hands of business users.
Non-technical power users can create simple
applications or data visualisations with little to no
code.
They can build quick and effective point solutions
with SharePoint as a data source. This can be a
big step forward when it comes to self-service IT
empowerment and overall digital transformation.
In our experience, clients with a heavy reliance
on Microsoft Office 365 and seeking control over
internal application use and development will
want Power Platform.
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Platform checklist
If you’re assessing a platform for your next project, the following checklist will be a handy guide.
Simply go through each line and see where your project sits to see what platform could work best.

CRITERIA

OutSystems

Microsoft
Power Platform

Highly complex enterprise application

✓

Simple internal apps

✓

✓

Low-code

✓

✓

Free trial

✓

Custom
builds

✓

✓

No-ongoing license fees

Proliferation of talent in Australia

✓

✓
✓

Community or developer support

✓

✓

Rapid development

✓

✓

Scalability – works on different devices
and can cope with increased users

✓

✓

✓

Scalability – allows adding new features
or elements to the application

✓

✓

✓

AI feature ready

✓

✓

Security baked into the solution

✓

✓

Complete flexibility of approach
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✓
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Rapid software development specialists.
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